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At a Dec. 1 breakfast in Tokyo with representatives of six major Japanese corporations, President
Miguel de la Madrid said declining Mexican exports were attributable to protectionist policies
and weak economic growth of industrialized nations. He called for greater access to international
markets for Mexican products and increased foreign investment. Japan was the first stop of a 10-
day Asian tour. The Mexican president and his entourage will depart for the Peoples Republic of
China on Dec. 4, returning to Mexico City Dec. 10. Mexico City newspapers reported the president
will seek additional assistance for government projects in talks with Japanese counterpart Yasuhiro
Nakasone. The visit to Peking is motivated by attempts to expand trade relations. Japan, Mexico's
second largest trade partner, purchases 160,000 barrels of oil daily, and accounts for $907 million
in direct foreign investment this year. Mexico received an emergency $1 billion loan from Tokyo
in September. An important element on the agenda for discussion in Tokyo is the foreign debt:
Japanese loans account for over $11.3 billion of Mexican foreign debt. In Peking, Mexican officials
hope to discuss several cooperative efforts, including information exchange on energy, joint projects
in copper mining, oil exploration and drilling. At present, Mexico has a trade surplus of some $444
million with China.
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